

DEFENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING

SUIT OVERCALLS

1st level
variable, 4-card-suit possible

2nd level
solid

new suit response
1st level forcing, 2nd level nonforcing

cuebid response
good raise or any better hand

direct raises
preempt

1NT OVERCALL

polish NT (4M/5+m), 8-16

(reopening same as direct)



JUMP OVERCALLS

2nd level nonvuln
weak

2nd level vuln
intermediate (11-16)

3rd level
weak

UNUSUAL NT

2NT over M
m/m 5+/5+

2NT over m
M / other m 5+/5+

CUEBIDS

cuebid over M
other M / m 5+/5+

cuebid over m
M/M 5+/5+

jump cuebid
asking for stopper

(reopening same as direct)

BIDDING VERSUS 1NT

2C
M/M 4+/4+

2D
M (5)6+

2H/2S
M / m 5+/4+

2NT
m/m 5+/5+

(reopening same as direct)

BIDDING VERSUS PREEMPTS

x
takeout

cuebids
m > M / M 5+/5+, M > M / m 5+/5+

2NT/3NT
natural

jumps
strong

BIDDING VERSUS ARTIFICIAL STRONG OPENINGS

x
suit bid by opponent

1st level
natural

1NT
m/m 4+/4+

2nd level
same as versus 1NT

(same after 1C – pass – 1D)

OVER OPPONENTS TAKEOUT DOUBLE

xx
9+

1st level
forcing

2nd level
nonforcing

3rd level
M > Bergen raises, m > nonforcing





LEADS AND SIGNALS

LEADS


general
in partner’s suit

Suit
2nd / 4th
2nd / 4th

NT
2nd / 4th
2nd / 4th

Subsequent
attitude (2nd / 4th)
attitude (2nd / 4th)


versus suit
versus NT

Ace
Ax(+), Akx(+)
Akx(+)

King
KQ(+), Akx(+), AK
AKJ10(+), KQ(+)

Queen
QJ(+), Qx
KQ109x(+), QJ(+)

Jack
KJ10(+), J10(+), Jx
KJ10(+), J10(+)

10
10x, K/Q109(+), 109(+)
A/K/Q109(+), 109(+)





x (2nd)
xx, xxx, Hxx
xx, xxx, Hxx, xxxx

x (4th)
Hxxx, Hxxxx
Hxxx, Hxxxx









SIGNALS (IN ORDER OF PRIORITY)


partner’s lead
declarer’s lead
discards


attitude l/h
count l/h
direct l/h

suit
count l/h
lavinthal
count l/h


lavinthal




attitude l/h
smith l/h
lavinthal

NT
count l/h
count l/h
count l/h







DOUBLES

TAKEOUT DOUBLES

majors, distribution, 11+ HCP

reopening 8+ HCP



OTHER DOUBLES

competitive x up to 3D

responsive x up to 3D

negative x up to 3D

support x / support xx

dopi/ropi after intervention over KCBW

reverse lead directing x in some situations











(competitive and responsive doubles invite to game)
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SYSTEM SUMMARY

GENERAL APPROACH AND STYLE

5-card majors

both minors may be prepared

variable NT



SPECIAL BIDS THAT MAY REQUIRE DEFENCE

1NT
variable NT (9-11, 14-16, 11-14)

2C
gameforc., semiforc. M, 21-22 (semi-)balanced


or weak two in diamonds

2D
M/M 4+/4+ 0-11 or 23-24 (semi-)balanced

2H/S
weak two in hearts/spades

4C/D
strong with hearts/spades



SLAM BIDDING

RCKBW / EKCBW / Chicane-KCBW

Gerber over NT

cuebids

splinterbids

Josephine

SPECIAL FORCING PASS SEQUENCES

1NT (9-11) – x – pass: Forcing to xx or bidding a 5-card-m



IMPORTANT NOTES THAT DON'T FIT ELSEWHERE

in many competitive situations 2NT is sort of Lebensohl

new suit on 2nd level after intervention is nonforcing



PSYCHICS

rare



